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The  rearing  of  replacement  pullets  is  essential  to 
egg  production.  However,  replacement  pullets  are  often 
reared  under  less  than  ideal  conditions,  whereas  the 
latest  technologies  are  found  in  the  laying  house. 
This  windowless  rearing  house  for  pullets  was  designed 
at  the  University  of  Connecticut  and  is  intended  to 
provide  the  most  favorable  environment  for  the  grow- 
ing bird. 

At  a  minimum  density  of  one  bird  per  square  foot 
of  floor  area,  the  house  will  accommodate  about 
6,000  pullets. 

The  building  is  designed  to  utilize  electric  heat 
for  brooding.  A  computer  analysis  of  the  design 
characteristics  indicates  that  less  than  one  kilowatt 
hour  per  bird  will  be  required  to  maintain  adequate 
temperatures  for  brooding  during  the  coldest  period 
of  the  year  under  Connecticut  conditions. 

Other  features  of  this  rearing  house  are  as  follows: 
Pole-type  construction  (with  squared,  pressure  treated 
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posts)  for  the  walls;  clear  span  roof  trusses  that  pent,;* 
an  unobstructed  floor  area;  and  ventilation  air  inlfets 
and  exhaust  fans,  arranged  so  as  not  to  interfere  .with 
the  light  control  program.  Large  insulated  do0rs  in 
each  end  wall  allow  the  entry  of  power  equipment  for 
cleaning  between  broods. 

General  features  of  construction  are  shown  on  the 
working  drawings.  Details,  such  as  fastenings,  are 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  builder.  However,  adequate 
fastening  and  anchoring  of  all  component  parts  is  essen- 
tial. It  is  advisable  to  use  galvanized  or  other  corrosion- 
resistant  nails  to  secure  the  plywood  inner  and  outer 
covering.  The  metal  roofing  should  be  fastened  as 
recommended  by  the  manufacturer. 

Structural,  heating,  and  ventilating  needs  in  your 
area  may  require  some  modification  of  the  design. 
Consult  your  county  agricultural  agent  or  State  exten- 
sion agricultural  engineer  and  your  local  electric  power 
company  for  advice. 
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OUTSIDE  WALL  AND  BAFFLE  DETAIL 

Working  drawings  may  hi*  obtained  from  the  extension  agricultural 
engineer  at  your  Stiitr  university.  There  may  be  a  small  charge  to  eover 
cost  of  printing. 

If  yon  do  not  know  the  loeation  of  your  State  university,  send  your  re- 
quest  to  Agricultural  Engineer,  Federal  Extension  Service,  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  Washington,  DA'..  20250.  He  will  forward  your 
request  to  the  correct  university. 
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